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27th. January 1939. 


Sir, 

I have the RKonour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No.S.B. D8950 (C.) dnted Janunry the I3th.I939, nnd to inform 
you thnt we are in receipt of the following information 
concerning Mr.Robert George Witchell. 

Mr.Witchell left Hon; Kong per S.S."Empress of Asia" on 
25.11.38, booked to Shanghai. He wns accompanied by Mre. 
Ursula Lloyd, a British Subject, with whom Witchell appenrs 
to have been on rather intimate terms. Mrs.Lloyd was booked 
through to Yokohama, and it appears that Witchell nlso 
continued the journey to Yokohama with her. Confirmition has 
been received here that both Witchell and Mrs.Lloyd sniled 
from Yokohama for Honolulu on 8.12.38. per S.S.e"Chichibu Maru", 

It is nlso known that Witchell is in possecsion of n 
valid British Passport and that he obtained a temporary 
visitor's visa for the U.S.A. on 25.11.38,the date of sailing. 

I have the honour to be, 
sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


Gh ae 


peCommissioner of Police. 
The Commissioner of Police, 


Shanghai. 
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dith reference to Special branch report on the 
subject of above, a coded telesram was received from 
the Hongkong Folice at 5 p.m. 14/1/39, which was decoded 
by Mr. Ford, Vice Consul, 1.5.1... Consulate-ueneral, and 
reads as follows:- 

"With reference to my letter of December 29th 
and my telesram of January 11th wWitchell known to have left 
Shanghai for Yokohama and Kobe 

C.1.D. Police™ 

Continued enquiries have up to Gate failed to 

ascertain the name of the ship on which witchell left 


Shanghai. 


S.B. B.86806s) 


Ac Coumissi of Poli 
ia 


CC: TIDENTIAL 


Sir, 

I heve the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated December 29, 1938 and your cablegram 
dated January 11, 1939 in regard to the whereabouts 
of Mr. Robert George Witchell and in reply forward 
herewith copy of a Police report om the enquiries 
made. 

any further information will be forwarded on 
receipt. 

i have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Yeur ebodient servant, 


Sd. K. M. Bourne. 
Cemmissioner of Police. 
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with any enquiry respecting this telegrem 


CONF: DENTIAL 
S.1, Special Branch, 
January 12, 1939. 
Letter from Ho Police emyuiring whereabouts of 
Robert George Bitchell, 30: British, 


With reference to the attached letter, deted December 29, 
1938, from the Acting Commissioner of Police, Honekong, to the 
Commissioner of Police, Shanghai, enquiring the whereabouts of 
one iobert George Witchell, age 30, British, employed as a 
clerk in the Passport Office, Hongkong, who left Hongkong for 
Shanghai on Novenber 25, 1938 in the s.s. “Empress of Asia” 
having been granted 12 days’ casual leave, enquiries confirmed 
that Witchell arrived in Shanghai on November 27, 1938, having 
travelled from Ilongkong first class in the s.s. “Empress of 
Asia®. It was learned from the local office of the Canadian 
Pacific Steamship Co. that Witchell gave as his address, 392 
Route Ferguson, Flat 4 (Tel.76836), whioh is the residence of 
his aunt. This lady upon being interviewed, stated that she 
had received a letter from Witchell's mother in Hongkong asking 
for infornmtion concerning his whereabouts but denied having 
seen or heard anything of him in Shenghai. She stated that she 
had reason to believe that he would avoid meeting her as she 
was usunlly severe with him on account of his escapades with 
women. She mde tre request that her mame should not be men- 
tioned in any report as she did not wish to be associated with 
her nephew in any way, espesially as he husband is employed as 
@ teacher in the 5.M.C. Biuention Departasnt. 

Witehell's wife (registered at H.B.M. Censulate-General) 
who resides at Apt. 5, 377 Avenue du itei Albert, when interview 
ed expressed surprise upen learning that her husband had com 
te Shanghai and stated that she was umble te give amy inferm- 
tien that would assist in trasing his whereabouts. the stated 
that she was living apart frem him in consequence ef his habit 
of eensorting with ether wemen. She was aware that he ws 
heavily in devt in Hengkeng, but had regularly reseived her 
meuthly allowance ef HK.S180.00 yer month up te the end of 
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Octobexs. The November and December, 1958 and January 1959 
allowances have not beon received. In this conneotion it is 
noteworthy that on November 23, 1938, lirs. Witchell addressed 
an urgent telegram to her husband threatening to take legal 
proceedinzs against him should he fail to remit the overdue 
allowances. As he left Honzkong on November 25, 1936 it would 
appear that his departure may have had some connection with the 
receipt of the telegram mentioned. Besides the telegram, Mra. 
\witchell addressed several pressing letters to her husband 
which, combined with the telegram and alleged debts, may have 
mde him decide to abscond. 

At 4.30 pom. January 11, 1939, a coded telegram was 
received from the Honsekong Police, which was decoded by Mr. 

\. J. Uelaughlin, Vice-Consul, H.B.M. Consulate-General, stating 
that Witchell is suspected of having misappropriated a number of 
blank Hongkong passports from stock. 

It is reasonable to suppose therefore that Witchell contem- 
plated absconding and, having access to the Honckong blank pass- 
ports would have experienced little difficulty in forging one 
or more, doubtless under an assumed name or names. 

A photograph of Witchell was obtained from his wife and 
several copies made. These have been shown *o the verious hotel 
and boarding house managers as well as to shipping agents but up 
to date no useful information concerning Witchell has been 
obtained. Examination of the various shipping lists show that 
Witchell has not left Shanghai by ship under his own name bit it 
is quite possible that he my have departed under cn assumed 
name and using one of the misappropriated passports which, with 
his special knowledge acquired in course of his employment as 
passport clerk, he could with little difficulty ferge. 

Raquiries have been mde at the various Censulates in Shanghai 
but the officials were unable to identify the photoyraph of 
Witehell. It is likely that if he applied for a visa te enter a 


DlankS M1IBAPPFOPllaveu 21 1wignViy Vous LO Sr eee. | - 
Vitchel] strted that she knew that her husband would not — 
to accept money from women and cucted an instance where he had 
accepted money from e. woman belioved to be the neice of a Swias 
Consul in Manchuko with whom he had cohabited in Honskong. 

This lady, whose name is. unknown, is steted to be an American 
citizen. In view of the ¢act that he is stated to have been 
heavily in debt it is strange that he should have travelled on 
the “Empress of Asia* first class instead of tourist class. 
Enquiries continuing. 
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Casual leave, cnauisics confirmcc that Witchell arrived 


or 


fn Shanehad on Vovanber 27, 1938, having travelled from 
hongkong Lirst class in the s.s. "Empress of Asia." Tt 
Was learned rom the local ofsice of the Cannéian Pacific 
steamship Co. that «witchell ave as his adcress, 392 Route 
Ferguson, Flat 4 (fel.75836), which is the resicence of 
his aunt. This lady upon being interviewed, stated that 
She hac receivea a letter from sitchell's mother in 
Hongkong asking ror information coneem ing his whereabouts 
but denied having seen or heara anything of him in shanghai. 
whe statec that she hac reason to believe that he woula 
avoid meeting her as she was usually severe with him on 
account of his escapades with women. She made the request 
thet her name should not be mentioned in any report as she 
cid not wish to be associated with her nephew in any way, 
especially as her husband is @& ployed as a teacher in the 
S-L.C. Bducation Department. 

Jitchell's wife (registered at HeBeli. Consulate- 
General) who resides at Apt. 5, 377 Avenue Gu Roi Albert, 
when interviewed expressed surprise upon learning that her 


husband had come to -hanghai and statea that she was unable 
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to sive any inrom.ntion thit woule assist in tracing his 
whereabcuts. ohe Statea that she was living avart from 
nim in consequence oF his nabit of consorting with otner 
women. Sne Was avare that he was heavily in debt in 
Hongkong, but hea resularly receivec her monthly allowance 
of HK.$150.00 ver month up to the end of Cetober. The 
Nova. ber anc December, 1435 and Janwry, 1939 allowances 
have not been received. In ti.is connection it is 
noteworthy that on November 23, 1938, Mrs. Witchell 


adcresseG an urgent telosran to her husband threatening 
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ake lezal procescings against him shoul: he fail to 
remit the overcue allowances. ns he left Hongkong on 
Tovenber £5, 1938 it woulc ap;ear that his Geparture may 
have hac sosec connection with the receipt of the telegram 
mentiorm a. Besices the telegram, Lirs. WJitchell adcressed 
several pressing letters to her nusband which, combined 
with the telesran anc allesed debts, may have made him op 
decide to abscond. 

At 4-30 p.ine January 11, 1939, a coded telegram 
was receivea from the Hongkong Police, which was decoded 
by Mr. WeJ. McLaughlin, Vice-Consul, H.b.li. Consulate- 
General (copy of Gecoded transcript attached hereto) 
Stating that witchell is suspected of having misappropriated 
a number of blank Hongkong passports from stock. 
It is reasonable to suppae therefore that 


Witchell contemplated absconding and, having’ access to the 


Hongkong blank passports, wouldhave experienced little 
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the serial numbers of the passport blanks misappropriated 
in inongkong; could) be obtained. Mrse Witchell statecd that 
she knew that her husband would not scruple to accept money 
from women and quoted an instance where he had accepted 
money from a woman believed to be the neice of a Swiss 


Consul in Lianchukuo with whom he had cohabited in Hongkong. 


This lady, whose name is unknown, is stated to be an American 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


POLICE HEADQUARTERS, 
HONG KONG. 


29th December, 1936. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to request your assistance 
in trecing Mr. Robert George WITCHELL, a British subject, 
sO years of Sietig whe is employed aes a clerk in the 
Passport Cffice of this department. He left Hong Kong 
for Shanghei on the 25th November, 1936, in the S.S. 
"Empress of Asia" having been granted 12 days' casual 
leave. He has not yet returned to duty, snd although 
he has already long over-stayed his leave I have re- 
ceived no word of explanation from him. 

I understand thet Nr. Witchell's wife, Mrs. 
M.K. Witchell, is living in Shanghai at No. 577 du 
Rol Albert, Appartment 5. It is possible that she 
may be able to give some information concerning her 
husband elthough I understand that they have recently 
not been on best of terms. 

I shall be very grateful for any assistance 
you can give me in this matter. 

I have the honour to be, 4 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Act. Commissioner of Police. 


The Commissioner of Police, 
Shanghai Municipal Council, 


SHANGHATL. 
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